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Duck Mountain, I found a nest of this species. It was hung from a forked

twig about eight feet from the ground, in a willow which was the reverse

of dense, as it grew in the shade of a poplar grove. The nest was
pensile, as usual with the genus, formed of fine grass and birch bark. The
eggs were four in number, and presented no obvious difference from those

of the Red-eyed Vireo, but unfortunately they were destroyed by an acci-

dent before they were measured.

Before shooting her I watched the bird for a week. She exhibited a

combination of shyness and fearlessness; but this is rather characteristic

of the Vireos. She would continue on the nest while I watched her from

just below, and when scared off would quietly hop on to a twig and then

disappear in the foliage without uttering any complaint. Lying on the

ground just below the nest I found another nest of precisely similar con-

struction. This I hung on a low twig, intending to take it to camp on my
return ; but coming back it was again found on the ground ; and though I

hung it several times in the willow, taking care to fasten is as securely

as the occupied nest, it was always pulled down. There is no doubt that

the Vireo was the agent, but the motive for the act I can scarcely under-

stand.

The bird on being shot answered perfectly to Coues's description, except

that on the breast it was of a much brighter yellow than I was led to

expect.

—

Ernest E. T. Seton, Toronto, Canada.

A White-winged Junco in Maryland. —On February i of this year, I

shot near Ilchester, Howard Co., Md., a male Junco hyemalis with very

distinct white wing-bars; quite as well-marked as in typical J. aikeni.

Although Juncos with traces of white on the wing-coverts are not very

uncommon, this particular specimen is believed to be unique as regards

the large amount of white. Several 'experts' who have examined it concur

in pronouncing it singular in this respect. Otherwise it agrees with ordi-

nary hyemalis. It is now in the U. S. National Museum (No. 102,219),

where all 'good things' in the bird line should be. —C. W. Beckham,
Washington, D. C.

Junco annectens —A Correction —Owing to an unfortunate delay in the

transmission of proof sheets, mention of the occurrence of Junco annec-

tens was omitted from my article, "Winter Notes from New Mexico," in

the present number of 'The Auk.' I took three individuals on December 6

and 22. They were all in company with J. caniccfis and J. oregonus,

and doubtless others passed unnoticed among the many flocks of Juncos

constantly met with.

—

Charles F. Batchelder, Cambridge, Mass.

Capture of Ammodramus caudacutus nelsoni in the Lower Hudson
Valley, New York. —For a short time in the autumn, included in the time

between the 25th of September and the 10th of October, Sharp-tailed

Finches are comparatively common over certain portions of the low
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meadows which border the Croton River near its mouth. Some dozen
or more specimens have been secured in the last four or five years, and
without exception all of them were of the smaller inland variety. They
are easily distinguished from the typical maritime species, by their

smaller size, shorter bill, and darker plumage. They are evidently

migrants, as none of them have been observed in this vicinity in summer.
—A. K. Fisher, M. D., Sing Sing, N. T.

Swamp Sparrows and Yellow-rumps —A Question of Evidence. —It

scums well to caution collectors against the inference that a bird winters

in a given locality because it happens to be found there at some time during

the winter. The writers of two interesting notes, printed on page 2i6of

the present volume of 'The Auk,' make this hasty generalization. It is

hardly possible that SwampSparrows passed the winter in Massachusetts,

in a season so rigorous as was that of 1884-85 after the middle of January;
Mr. Chadboume certainly does not produce sufficient evidence for the

conclusion that they did so. It is even less likely that Yellow-rumped
Warblers tarried in Maine throughout the same season; no person who
kept a record of the weather during that remarkable winter will, I think,

draw such an inference from Mr. Goodale's note. —Nathan CLIFFORD
Brown, Portland, Me.

The Song of Cardinalis virginianus. —Mr. Bicknell's note on the song

of the Cardinal Grosbeak reminds me that it sings at a much earlier dale

in Kansas. It is a permanent resident, abundant at all seasons. Its

song maybe heard from February 1 to August. Should the days be bright

and warm, its song begins even in January. If, during February, the

weather should become extremely cold, its song ceases for a time. Like

the Mockingbird {Mimiis folyglottus), it sings at night. I have heard its

song in the 'small hours' of the night, during February, March, and April.

—D. E. Lantz, Manhattan, Kans.

The Black-throated Bunting, Yellow-breasted Chat, and Connecticut

Warbler in Ontario. —On June I, 1884, Mr. Win. L. Bailey, collecting with

Mr. A. P. Saunders and the writer at Point Pelee, found several Black-

throated Buntings in a meadow about two miles from the end of the Point.

Knowing of no previous record in Canada, we were all much interested;

and subsequently, in extending our search, we found one or more pairs in

almost every field. All our efforts to discover a nest seemed doomed to

fail; and even when we spent much time and care in watching the birds,

and marking down the place where the supposed nest was, we could never

succeed. The males spent much time in singing their monotonous ditty

from tree-tops and fence-posts, and even during the heat of the day our

presence was sufficient to start them going. This appeared to act as a

partial alarm to the female, and if we approached, the male would fly over

her and give an alarm-note, precisely after the manner of the Bobolink

under similar circumstances.


